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A look back: Main events in March

Visit dig.watch/past-events for details & reports

26	Feb-1	Mar.	 GSMA	Mobile	World	Congress	2018	(Barcelona)
28	Feb-2	Mar. EBU	Big	Data	Week	2018	(Geneva)
26	Feb-23	Mar.	UN	Human	Rights	Council	- 37th	Session	(Geneva)
5-9	Mar. Internet	Freedom	Festival	(Valencia)
6-7	Mar.	 Council	of	Europe	CoE on	Human	Rights	Dimensions	of	Automated	Data	

Processing	and	Different	Forms	of	Artificial	Intelligence	– First	Meeting
10-15	Mar. ICANN61	(San	Juan)
15-16	Mar. 4th	Annual	Blockchain Finance	&	Fin-tech	China	2018	(Shanghai)
17-23	Mar. IETF	101	(London)
19-22	Mar. IGF	2018:	First	Open	Consultations	and	MAG	Meeting	(Geneva)
19-23	Mar. WSIS	Forum	Week	(Geneva)
26	Mar. International	Conference	on	Cybersecurity	Challenges	(Sofia)
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Digital policy developments

What	happened	in	March?
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Trends

Which	were	the	
main	digital	policy	trends?	

Looking	back	at	Q1	
Zooming	in	to	March
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Q1	in	review:	Digital	in	focus
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Q1	in	review:	Dealing	with	tech	backlash
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1.	C/Analytica	case	puts	Facebook	under	scrutiny

• Data	of	270,000	Facebook	users	was	collected	in	2014	from	app	
‘thisismydigitallife’;	app	was	able	to	access	profiles	of	50m+	friends’	accounts

• Researcher	violated	agreement	by	giving	the	data	to	Cambridge	Analytica;	
firm	matched	data	of	30m	users	with	other	records	
to	construct	personality	profiles

• Data	sold	to	US	politicians’	presidential	
campaigns	and	Brexit	campaigns

• Facebook	and	industry	under	scrutiny	
over	implications:	ethical,	legal,	
economic,	security,	consumer	protection	
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2.	Taxation:	EC	proposals	&	OECD	report

European	Commission	makes	two	proposals:
(a) Tax	on	profits	made	by	companies	operating	in	Europe,	based	on	digital	

presence/virtual	permanent	establishment
(b) An	interim	tax	on	revenues	of	large	

companies	where	users	play	a	major	role	
in	value	creation.

OECD	interim	report:
- Describes	complexities	of	issues
- Highlights	lack	of	consensus
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3.	Autonomous	car	accident	raises	security	issues

• First	fatality	in	Arizona,	US.	Investigations	ongoing:	unavoidable	accident	or	
human	error?	Uber	suspends	its	tests

• New	developments:	Researchers	at	Stanford	Univ.	develop	laser-based	
system	to	allow	driverless	cars	to	notice	unexpected	obstacles	before	they	
come	into	view

• Regulations:	US	states	outline	
conditions	for	testing	
autonomous	vehicles	on	public	
roads,	without	safety	drivers;	
UK	starts	review	of	current	
legislation	to	allow	for	
widespread	introduction	of	
self-driving	vehicles
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Upcoming: Main events in April

Visit dig.watch/events for details

6	Apr.	 Russian	Internet	Governance	Forum	2018	(St	Petersburg)
9-13	Apr. CCW	Group	of	Governmental	Experts	on	Lethal	Autonomous	Weapons

Systems	– First	2018	Meeting	(Geneva)
12-13	Apr.	 ITU	Expert	Group	on	International	Telecommunication	Regulations	– 4th	

Meeting	(Geneva)
16-20	Apr. UNCTAD	E-commerce	Week	2018	(Geneva)
17-19	Apr. Geographic	Information	System	for	a	Sustainable	World	(Geneva)
17-27	Apr. ITU	Council	– 2018	Session	(Geneva)
26-27	Apr. Second	European	Multidisciplinary	Conference	on	Global	Internet	

Governance	Actors,	Regulations,	Transactions	and	Strategies	- GIG-ARTS	
(Cardiff)

27	Apr. Physics	Meets	Blockchain	- 1st	Discussion	Workshop	(Geneva)
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From the Geneva Internet Platform & DiploFoundation

New	reports
• WSIS	Forum	Summary	Report	+	reports	from	sessions		during	the	week	

https://dig.watch/wsisforum2018

Upcoming
• 31	March:	March’s	Geneva	Digital	Watch	newsletter	https://dig.watch/newsletter	
• 9-12	April:	Diplo	director/GIP	head	in	New	York	for	course	launch
• 16-20	April:	Reporting	from	UNCTAD	E-Commerce	Week	

https://dig.watch/unctad18
• 24	April:	April’s	briefing	on	Internet	governance	https://dig.watch/briefing-apr18
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Regional updates

Local	hubs	&	regional	perspectives

More: dig.watch/briefing-mar18


