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A look back: Main events in January

Visit dig.watch/past-events for details & reports

17-19 Jan. MAPPING Surveillance Event (Rome)
17-19 Jan. ITU Expert Group on the International Telecommunication Regulations 

- 3rd Meeting (Geneva)
22 Jan. Visions of the Internet from Delhi, Wuzhen, Geneva, and Everywhere 

Else (Washington)
22 Jan. ITU CWGs Internet / Child Online Protection / WSIS meetings (Geneva)
22-25 Jan. Putting the European Open Science Cloud Vision into Practice (Porto)
23-24 Jan. 10th International Cybersecurity Forum (Lille)
23-26 Jan. World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2018 (Davos-Klosters)
24 Jan. Big Data, Big Problems? Challenges and Opportunities in the context 

of Data Ownership, Privacy and Protection (Geneva)
24 Jan. WSIS Forum 2018 Open Consult. Process – 2nd Physical Meeting (Geneva)
29 Jan. 14th Annual State of the Net Conference (Washington)
29-31 Jan. CSTD Working Group on Enhanced Cooperation – 5th Meeting (Geneva)
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Digital policy developments

What happened in January?



30 January 2018    |    4



30 January 2018    |    5



30 January 2018    |    6

Trends

Which were the main 
digital policy trends in January?
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1. Internet companies’ behaviour scrutinised

• Opportunities and challenges of digital 
technology discussed at WEF annual 
meeting in Davos

• Philanthropist George Soros criticised ‘rise 
and monopolistic behaviour 
of giant IT platform companies’:
– Companies are manipulating 

users’ attention and engineering 
addiction to their services

– Internet monopolies have neither the will nor the inclination to protect 
society against consequences of their actions

• Google’s first report to the EU on how it is complying with antitrust order 
was due 28 Jan.

George Soros (Bloomberg News)
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2. More pressure to remove illegal content

Governments are exert more pressure on companies to remove illegal content
• Germany: New law, NetzDG, requires Internet platforms with more than two 

million users to proactively report and delete illegal content
• UK: Internet companies are called ‘ruthless profiteers’ by Home Office 

Minister; they are costing government extensive resources when they fail to 
assist in time

• European Commission: Internet 
platforms must remove illegal 
content within 2 hours. Meeting 
considered to be ‘last chance’ for 
companies, before being forced 
through regulation
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3. New legal measures planned to tackle fake news

• Pope Francis, in message for World Communications Day, condemns 
‘manipulative use of social networks’ and other forms of communication

• UK Prime Minister announces anti-fake news unit to combat disinformation 
by state actors and others

• French President announces plans for 
new law: judges may block a website or
account, and oblige platforms to reveal 
names behind sponsored content

• Prime Minister of Malaysia: regulation 
could prevent uprisings, or prevent 
elections being affected by spread of 
false news
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4. Taxation for Internet economy into focus again

• Bloomberg reveals that Google shielded billions in revenue through tax-
avoidance scheme

• Google: it is ready to pay higher amounts of tax; issue is where it should be 
paid. OECD encouraged to take the lead

• US Supreme Court to revisit 1992 tax ruling which made the Internet a 
largely tax-free zone in USA

• Next: OECD’s interim report expected in March; European Commission’s 
proposals expected first few months of 2018
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5. Predicting digital policy year ahead

• January is typical for 2017 round-ups and 2018 predictions. Our two reports: 
The Top 20 Developments in 2017; GIP head’s predictions for 2018

• Geopolitical shifts will affect how the Internet is governed; Internet 
vulnerable to fragmentation of global society, which can also happen to 
digital economy; actors should use 
divergences to arrive at convergences

• 10 areas to observe closely: GDPR;
digital politics of cybersecurity; 
digital trade and Internet economy; 
courts as makers of digital rules; AI; 
cryptocurrencies; content policy; 
net neutrality; encryption; ICANN 
developments
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Upcoming: Main events in February

Visit dig.watch/events for details

5-7 Feb. ITU-T Focus Group on Application of Distributed Ledger Technology –
Second Meeting (Bern)

12-14 Feb. MAPPING Final General Assembly (Malta)
16-18 Feb. Munich Security Conference 2018 (Munich)
19 Feb. WSIS Forum 2018 Open Consultation Process – Final Brief (Geneva)
19-21 Feb. NANOG 72 (Atlanta)
26 Feb-23 Mar. UN Human Rights Council - 37th Session (Geneva)
26-28 Feb. Global Internet and Jurisdiction Conference 2018 (Ottawa)
28 Feb-2 Mar. EBU Big Data Week 2018
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From the Geneva Internet Platform & DiploFoundation

New reports
• IGF 2017 Report - https://dig.watch/igf2017
• Top 2017 Developments - https://dig.watch/2017
• A tipping point for the Internet: 10 predictions for 2018 -

https://dig.watch/2018pred

Ongoing
• Digital Commerce course – launched on 29 Jan.

Upcoming
• January’s Geneva Digital Watch newsletter (31 Jan) - https://dig.watch/newsletter 
• February’s briefing on Internet governance (27 Feb) - https://dig.watch/briefing-

feb18
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Regional updates

Local hubs & regional perspectives

More: dig.watch/briefing-jan18


