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Main events in September

Visit dig.watch/past-events for details

3-5	Sept. 9th	BRICS	Summit	(Xiamen)
7-14	Sept. APNIC44	(Taichung)
13-15	Sept. ITU	Expert	Group	on	ITRs	– Second	Meeting	(Geneva)
18,	21-22	Sept. ITU	CWG-Internet:	5th	Physical	OC	Meeting;	10th Meeting (Geneva)
18-22	Sept. LACNIC	28/LACNOG	2017	(Montevideo)
19	Sept. InterCommunity - ISOC’s	25th	anniversary	(around	the	world)
19-20	Sept. ITU	CWG-WSIS	– 31st	Meeting	(Geneva)
19-25	Sept. UN	General	Assembly:	Annual	General	Debate	(New	York)
25-27	Sept. Working	Group	on	Enhanced	Cooperation	(Geneva)
25-28	Sept. ITU	Telecom	World	2017 (Busan)
26-28	Sept. WTO	Public	Forum	(Geneva)
27-28	Sept.	 Crisis	Code:	Humanitarian	Protection	in	the	Digital	Age	(San	Francisco)
27-29	Sept. 5th	Europol-INTERPOL	Cybercrime	Conference	(The	Hague)
29	Sept. Tallinn	Digital	Summit	(Tallinn)
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Digital policy developments

What	happened	in	September?
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Trends

Which	were	the	main	
digital	policy	trends	in	September?
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1. Push to tax Internet giants accelerating

• Internet	companies	taking	
advantage	of	‘loopholes’	
from	incoherent	tax	rules.	
Countries	trying	to	eliminate	
this	practice

• Two	tax	proposals:
• (a)	France:	impose	equalisation	tax	on	revenue	(vs.	profits)
• (b)	Estonia:	push	for	concept	of	virtual	permanent	establishment;	companies	

taxed	where	value	is	created
• Ireland	opposing,	but	Council	hopes	for	common	understanding.	Juncker	

supporting	qualified	majority
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2.	AI: An international race in the making?

• AI	was	in	focus	in	July	&	August;	the	trend	
continues	this	month	with	more	countries	
focusing	on	AI:
– Australia	creates	research	institute
– India	sets	up	task	force

• New	warnings	emerge:
– Putin:	the	leader	in	AI	will	become	

ruler	of	world
– Elon	Musk:	Competition	for	AI	superiority	could	be	cause	of	WW3

• Among	the	dangers:	development	of	legal	autonomous	weapons
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3. More	pressure	to	remove	extremist	content

• At	UNGA	debate:	Fight	against	
extremist	content	among	main	
digital	policy	issues

• Sidelines	of	UNGA,	discussion	with	
tech	companies:
– UK’s	Theresa	May:	remove	

content	within	1-2	hrs
– Tech:	significant	technological	burden
– Italy:	we	can’t	reduce	our	ambition	because	of	difficulties

• BRICS	leaders	also	concerned;	committed	to	prevent	spread	of	
extremist	content
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4.	ICO crackdown in China

• Recent	practice:	surge	in	Initial	Coin	Offerings	(investment	through	new	
cryptocurrencies:	high	reward/high	risk,	unregulated)

• Total	raised	in	January-September	2017:	$1.7billion
• China:	banned	ICOs	and	requested	proceeds	to	be	returned

– To	protect	investors
– Scammers	hiding	behing	ICOs

• To	regulate	or	not	to	regulate?
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5.	Uber	banned	again:	this	month,	it’s	London

• TfL	will	not	renew	licence	over	‘lack	of	corporate	responsibility	in	relation	to	
a	number	of	issues	which	have	potential	public	safety	and	security	
implications’

• Implications	of	ban:
– Workforce
– Consumer	choice
– Financial
– Reputation

• Is	ban	the	result	of	pressure	from	
traditional	taxi	companies?
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Main events in October

Visit dig.watch/events for details

2-3	Oct. Brandsand.Domains Conference	(The	Hague)
4	Oct. 5th	ENISA	National	Cybersecurity	Strategies	Workshop	(The	Hague)
4-6	Oct. UNCTAD	Intergovernmental	Group	of	Experts	on	E-Commerce	and	

the	Digital	Economy	– First	Session	(Geneva)
9-20	Oct.	 World	Telecommunication	Development	Conference	(Buenos	Aires)
12	Oct.	 CyFy 2017:	The	India	Conference	on	Cyber	Security	and	Internet	

Governance	(New	Delhi)
12-13	Oct. G20	Finance	Ministers	and	Central	Bank	Governors	meeting	

(Washington)
19-22	Oct. IEEE	Global	Humanitarian	Technology	Conference	(San	Jose)
28	Oct.	– 3	Nov. ICANN60	(Abu	Dhabi)
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From the Geneva Internet Platform & DiploFoundation

Past
20	Sept. Digital	Policies	and	Trends:	Build-up	to	IGF	(Geneva)
25	Sept. Launch	of	the	Digital	Commerce	course
25	Sept. Governing	the	Future	of	the	Internet	(Washington)

Upcoming

26-28	Sept.	Reporting	from	WTO	Public	Forum	2017	
https://dig.watch/wto-public-forum-2017

27-28	Sept.	Crisis	Code:	Humanitarian	Protection	in	the	Digital	Age	(San	Francisco)
30	Sept. Issue	23	of	Geneva	Digital	Watch	newsletter	https://dig.watch/newsletter
2	Oct. Briefing	for	Permanent	Representatives	in	New	York:	Current	Trends	in	

Digital	Policy	&	the	Interplay	between	NY	&	Geneva	(New	York)
12	Oct.	 Geneva	Digital	Talks:	What	can	Geneva	offer	in	global	digital	governance?
31	Oct. GIP	Briefing	on	Internet	Governance	https://dig.watch/briefing-oct17
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Regional updates

Local	hubs	&	regional	perspectives

More: dig.watch/briefing-sept17


