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Main events in July & August

Visit dig.watch/past-events for details

3-4	July Security	Congress	APAC	2017	(Hong	Kong)
3-5	July	 Fifth	Conference	of	the	Regulating	for	Decent	Work	Network	(Geneva)
7-8	July G20	Leaders'	Summit	2017	(Hamburg)
10-19	July	 High-Level	Political	Forum	on	Sustainable	Development	(New	York)
11-13	July	 Aid	for	Trade	Global	Review	2017	(Geneva)
16-21	July IETF	99	Prague	(Prague)
24	July Internet	Governance	Forum	USA	2017	(Washington)
26	July Africa	DNS	Forum	2017	(Dar	es	Salaam)
26-29	July APrIGF	2017	(Bangkok)
2-4	August LACIGF10	(Panama	City)
22	August 8th	African	Peering	and	Interconnection	Forum	(Abidjan)
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Trends

Top	trends	in	digital	policy	
in	July	&	August
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1. Extremist	content	remains	cause	for	concern

• Spread	of	extremist	content	remains	concern	for	governments	and	industry
– Governments	concerned	industry	not	doing	enough.	Content	‘should	never	be	

there	at	all’.	British	government	threatened	industry	with	legislation
– Industry	trying	to	cope	with	challenge	of	filtering	sheet	amount	of	content.	New	

strategies	and	mechanisms	being	developed,	including	Global	Internet	Forum	to	
Counter	Terrorism

• Content	filtering	and	freedom	of	speech	into	focus	after	Charlottesville	
clashes

ABC	News
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2.	Countries ban VPNs

• Russia	and	China	have	banned	the	use	of	
virtual	private	networks	– software	that	allows	
users	to	circumvent	censorship	&	access	
banned	content

• Russian	users	will	no	longer	be	able	to	use	
VPNs	from	1	November;	Internet	providers	
obliged	to	block	websites	hosting	VPNs

• In	China,	access	will	be	blocked	by	February	
2018;	telecom	companies	ordered	to	block	access	to	VPNs

• Ban	criticised	as	‘a	way	to	suppress	dissent’
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3. Uber suspended in more countries

• Uber	temporarily	suspended	in	the	
Philippines	and	Macau	

• CJEU	Advocate	General	issued	
second	opinion	ahead	of	anticipated	
ruling:	Uber	is	a	transportation	company

• Although	AG’s	opinion	is	non-binding,	
it	is	unlikely	that	CJEU	will	depart	from	opinion
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4.	Busy summer for AI & robotics

• Developments	on	AI	have	have	picked	up	pace	worldwide

• AI	and	robotics	on	governments’	radars:	impact	on	jobs,	taxation	issues

• Described	as	world’s	first	indirect	tax	on	robots,	South	Korea	announced	
reduction	of	tax	tax	benefits	for	
investments	in	automation.	
Newspapers	suggest	policy	is	to	
make	up	for	lost	income	taxes	as	
workers	gradually	replaced	by	machines

• WEF	poll:	Millennials	see	robots	as	
job	creators	rather	than	a	threat
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5.	Back	taxes	to	be	paid?	Not	this	time.

• Governments	exerting	pressure	on	Internet	companies	
to	pay	taxes	and	back	taxes

• But	last	month’s	judgment	was	a	win	for	
Google:	company	not	liable	for	
back	taxes	in	France.	
Authorities'	bill	not	justified,	as	
Google	did	not	have	'permanent	
establishment'	or	'sufficient	taxable	
presence'	in	France
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Main events in September
3-5	Sept. 9th	BRICS	Summit	(Xiamen)
4-6	Sept. International	Conference	on	the	Economics	of	Innovation	(Geneva)
7	Sept. Blockchain &	Bitcoin	Conference	Stockholm	(Stockholm)
7-14	Sept. APNIC44	(Taichung)
13	Sept. UK	Internet	Governance	Forum	2017	(London)
13-15	Sept. ITU	Expert	Group	on	ITRs	– Second	Meeting	(Geneva)
18	Sept. ITU	CWG-Internet	– 5th	Physical	Open	Consultation	Meeting (Geneva)
18-22	Sept. LACNIC	28/LACNOG	2017	(Montevideo)
19	Sept. InterCommunity - ISOC’s	25th	anniversary	(around	the	world)
21-22	Sept. ITU	CWG-Internet	– 10th	Meeting	(Geneva)
25-28	Sept. ITU	Telecom	World	2017 (Busan)
25-27	Sept. Working	Group	on	Enhanced	Cooperation	(Geneva)
26-28	Sept. WTO	Public	Forum	(Geneva)

Visit dig.watch/events for details
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From the Geneva Internet Platform & DiploFoundation

Upcoming…
1	Sept. Kick-starting	anniversary	celebrations:	15	years	of	DiploFoundation,	25	years	 of	
research	and	training.	More	on	www.diplomacy.edu
20	Sept. Civil	society	event:	Digital	policies	and	trends,	Build-up	to	the	IGF:	

www.diplomacy.edu/calendar/build-up-igf	

22	Sept. Press	event:	Digital	policy	in	global	governance:	Issues	and	
challenges	discussed	in	Geneva
www.diplomacy.edu/press-event-digital-policy-global-governance

25	Sept.	 Launch	of	the	Digital	Commerce	online	course
www.diplomacy.edu/courses/digital-commerce

26-28	Sept.	 Reporting	from	WTO	Public	Forum	2017	https://dig.watch/wto-public-
forum-2017
26	Sept.		 September’s	briefing:	http://dig.watch/briefing-sept17
27-28	Sept.	 Crisis	Code:	Humanitarian	Protection	in	the	Digital	Age	

https://dig.watch/events/crisis-code
30	Sept. Issue	23	of	Geneva	Digital	Watch	newsletter	https://dig.watch/newsletter
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From the Geneva Internet Platform & DiploFoundation

Updates…

DeadlineR:	Helping	practitioners	stay	on	top	of	deadlines
https://dig.watch/events

Timeline:	An	interactive	history	of	digital	policy	and	ICT	
developments
https://dig.watch/timeline
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Regional updates

Local	hubs	&	regional	perspectives

More: dig.watch/briefing-aug17


