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Visit dig.watch/events for details

Main events in March
1-3	Mar:	IGF	2017:	First	Open	Consultations	and	MAG	Meeting	(Geneva)
3	Mar:	International	Data	Responsibility	 Conference	(The	Hague)
6-10	Mar:	Internet	Freedom	Festival	2017	(Valencia)
9	Mar:	Symposium	on	The	Future	Networked	Car	(Geneva)
9	Mar:	Regional	 Internet	Forum	2017	(Belgrade)
11-16	Mar:	ICANN58	(Copenhagen)
14	Mar:	WSIS	Forum	Open	Consultation	Process:	Final	Review	Meeting	(Geneva)
14-15	Mar:	G20	Consumer	Summit	(Berlin)
21-22	Mar:	EBU	Big	Data	Conference	2017	(Geneva)
22-24	Mar:	Commonwealth	Cybersecurity	Forum	2017	(London)
26-31	Mar:	IETF	98	(Chicago)
28-29	Mar:	Digital	Regulation	Forum	(London)
29-31	Mar: RightsCon	Brussels	2017	(Brussels)
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Trends

Top	trends	in	digital	policy	
in	March
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1. China outlines new cyber diplomacy

China	outlines	policy	&	position	on	cyber-related	
international	affairs	in	International	Strategy	of	
Cooperation	on	Cyberspace:
- Cyber	sovereignty	in	the	political	realm;	full
global	integration	in	digital	economic	realm
- Supports	a	multilateral	approach;	stakeholders’	
respective	roles	via	‘multi-parties’	approach;	formulation	of	norms	of	state	
behavior,	within	the	UN	framework)
- Recommends	that	basic	resources	be	equitably	distributed;	critical	
infrastructure	be	managed	jointly
- Indicates	that	ICANN	still	needs	to	become	a	truly	independent	international	
institution
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2. Wikileaks reveals CIA’s hacking arsenal
Vault	7:	over	8000	pages	of	confidential	USG	documents,	dated	2013-2016.	
They	reveal	CIA’s	ability:
- To	hack	phones,	computers,	smart	devices
- To	compromise	software	of	all	major	vendors	(Apple,	Microsoft,	Android…)	
and	IoT device	manufactures	(Samsung…)
- To	trick	major	anti-virus	programmes (Kaspersky,	
BitDifender,	AVG…)	to	avoid	detection
Interplay between	privacy	and	security:	
have	authorities	crossed	red	line?	
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3.	UN	SR	on	privacy	proposes	surveillance	treaty

- In	latest	report,	UN	Special	Rapporteur	proposes	a	surveillance	treaty
- Would	co-exist	alongside	other	instruments;	should	address	surveillance	
activities	that	fall	beyond	scope	of	existing	international	instruments
- Not	to	be	confused	with	Digital	Geneva	Convention	proposal
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Authorities	in	Europe	imposing	pressure	on	social	media	
companies	to	finalise	detailed	measures	on	how	to	comply	
with	the	EU	regulatory	framework	within	one	month;
Clauses	creating	imbalance	in	users’	rights	&	obligations;
Changes	include:	
- Jurisdiction	(social	media	networks	cannot	deprive	consumers	
of	their	right	to	go	to	court	in	their	member	state	of	residence)
- Misleading	content	(companies	must	remove	any	fraud	and	scams	appearing	
on	their	websites	that	could	mislead	consumers,	once	they	become	aware	of	
such	practices)
- Termination	of	contracts	(termination	should	be	governed	by	clear	rules	and	
not	decided	unilaterally	without	a	reason).

4.	EU	asks	social	media	companies	to	change	terms
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5.	ICANN58	refocuses	on	policy	development

Unlike	previous	meetings	which	focused	on	IANA	stewardship	transition,	
ICANN58	refocused	on	policy	development	processes:
- Advancements	on	new	gTLD-related	processes
- How	to	improve	next	round(s)	of	new	gTLD	applications
- Mechanisms	for	disbursing	resources	accrued	from	the	gTLD	auctions	
- Issues	related	to	the	review	of	the
WHOIS	policy
- Data	discussed	in	the	context	of	
transforming	ICANN	into	a	
data-driven	organisation
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Main events in April

2-5	Apr:	ARIN	39	(Louisiana,	USA)
3-4	Apr:	Knowledge	for	Development:	Global	Partnership	Conference	2017
(Geneva)
3-7	Apr:	World	Wide	Web	Conference	2017	(Perth)
4-5	Apr:	Inter-Regional	Conference	between	OSCE	and	Asian	Partners	on	
Cyber/ICT	Security	(Seoul)
6-7	Apr:	G20	Meeting	of	Digital	Ministers	(Düsseldorf)
7	Apr:	Russian	 Internet	Governance	Forum	2017	(Innopolis)
19-20	Apr:	Internet	of	Things	European	Summit	2017	(Brussels)
24	Apr:	Finnish	Internet	Forum	2017	(Helsinki)
24-27	Apr:	Garmisch	Forum	2017	(Garmisch)
24-28	Apr:	UNCTAD	E-commerce	Week	2017	(Geneva)

Visit dig.watch/events for details
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From the Geneva Internet Platform & DiploFoundation

Past	events…
Jan-Mar:	Just-in-time	Course	on	Internet	Governance	2017
11-16	Mar:	Thematic	reporting	from	ICANN58.	Reports:	dig.watch/icann58

Ongoing…	
Digital	Geneva	2017:	How	data	is	shaping	our	future		-
www.giplatform.org/data

Upcoming…	
April-May: Training	for	new	assistant	curators	of	the	GIP	Digital	Watch	
observatory
April-June:	Course	on	Digital	Commerce
25	April:	Briefing	on	Internet	governance	in	April
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Regional updates

Local	hubs	&	regional	perspectives
Tunisia
Brazil

South	Eastern	Europe

More: dig.watch/briefing-mar2017


