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Visit dig.watch/events for details

Main events in February

• 2-3,	6-8	Feb:	ITU	Meetings:	 CWG-Child	Online	Protection,	CWG-Internet,	
CWG-WSIS	(Geneva)

• 6-8	Feb:	NANOG	69	(Washington)
• 7	Feb:	Safer	Internet	Day	(worldwide)
• 14	Feb:	WSIS	Forum	2017	Open	Consultation	Process:	2ndMeeting	(Geneva)
• 15	Feb:	Strengthening	Confidence	Building	 in	the	OSCE	(Vienna)
• 16-17	Feb:	Domain	pulse	2017	(Vienna)
• 17-19	Feb:	Munich	Security	Conference	2017	(Munich)
• 20-24	Feb:	UN	Group	of	Governmental	Experts:	Third	Session	(Geneva)
• 21	Feb:	Briefing	for	Heads	of	Missions:	 Digital	Policy	in	SE	Europe	(Geneva)
• 22	Feb:	Central	Asia	Security	Forum	(Bishkek)
• 27	Feb	– 2	Mar:	Mobile	World	Congress	(Barcelona)
• 27	Feb	– 4	Mar:	UN	Human	Rights	Council	 - 34th	Session	(Geneva)
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Trends

Top	trends	in	digital	policy	
in	February
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ICT industry’s evolution in diplomatic efforts

• Microsoft	proposes	
Digital	Geneva	Convention,	
calling	on	governments	and	
private	sector	to	do	more	
in	the	area	of	cybersecurity

• Microsoft	among	few	
Internet	companies	that	
have	embraced	diplomacy
(ex:	in	2015,	it	proposed	set	
of	cyber-norms	for	states,	which	was	further	updated	with	the	proposal	of	
cyber-norms	for	the	ICT	industry	in	2016)

• Open	questions:	What	should	the	convention	regulate?	How	should	it	be	
implemented?
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The rise of fake news
• Fake	news	=	growing	concern	for	users,	

governments,	Internet	companies
• Tech	companies,	including	social	media	

networks,	widely	criticised over	the	spread	of
fake	news	through	their	platforms

• Tech	companies	taking	steps:	updating	policies,	
fact-checking	tools

• Issues:	(a)	terminology:	fake	news	(fabricated)	
vs	false	news	(incorrect)
(b)	extent	of	responsibility	of	intermediaries:	de	facto/de	iure
content	regulators?
(c)	dealing	with	fake	news:	huge	amount	of	content;	potential	use	of	
AI;	risks	of	censorship More:	dig.watch/fake-news
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Minimising the social costs of technology

• The	impact	of	digital	growth	on	jobs	and	social	costs:	a	main	trend	in	2017
• Idea	of	universal	basic	income:	emerged	in	India,	Scotland,	and	Finland

• French	presidential	candidate:	proposing	taxes	for	robots	to	compensate	
workers	whose	jobs	become	obsolete	due	to	technological	advancements

• But,	European	Parliament	voted	against	universal	basic	income	proposal	
(in	Committee	on	
Legal	Affairs’	report)	
to	compensate	for	
disruptions	brought	
by	advancements	
of	the	digital	
industry
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• Juridical	access	to	data	hosted	overseas	by	US	Internet	companies	has	
come	into	focus:

(a)	2016	Microsoft	case:	Appeals	Court	ruled	that	search	warrants	
cannot	be	used	to	disclose	content	held	overseas
(b)	2017	Google	case:	A	Philadelphia	Court	ruled	that	Google	must	
comply	with	FBI’s	search	warrants	and	hand	over	data	stored	outside	
the	USA

• Courts	will	continue	to	shape	digital	policy

Using	search	warrants	for	data	stored	overseas
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Main events in March

• 1-3	Mar:	IGF	2017:	First	Open	Consultations	and	MAG	Meeting	(Geneva)
• 3	Mar:	International	Data	Responsibility	 Conference	(The	Hague)
• 6-10	Mar:	Internet	Freedom	Festival	2017	(Valencia)
• 9	Mar:	Symposium	on	The	Future	Networked	Car	(Geneva)
• 9	Mar:	Regional	 Internet	Forum	2017	(Belgrade)
• 11-16	Mar:	ICANN58	(Copenhagen)
• 14	Mar:	WSIS	Forum	Open	Consultation	Process:	Final	Review	Meeting	(Geneva)
• 14-15	Mar:	G20	Consumer	Summit	(Berlin)
• 21-22	Mar:	EBU	Big	Data	Conference	2017	(Geneva)
• 22-24	Mar:	Commonwealth	Cybersecurity	Forum	2017	(London)
• 26-31	Mar:	IETF	98	(Chicago)
• 28-29	Mar:	Digital	Regulation	Forum	(London)
• 29-31	Mar: RightsCon	Brussels	2017	(Brussels)

Visit dig.watch/events for details
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From the Geneva Internet Platform & DiploFoundation

Past	events…
• 21	Feb:	Briefing	for	Heads	of	Missions:	Digital	Policy	in	SE	Europe	(Geneva)

Today…	
• February’s	Geneva	Digital	Watch	newsletter	is	out.	Download	your	copy:	

dig.watch/newsletter

Ongoing…	
• 23	Jan	– 26	Mar:	Just-in-time	Course	on	Internet	Governance	2017

Upcoming…	
• March: Call	for	assistant	curators	for	GIP	Digital	Watch	observatory.	

Details	on	dig.watch
• 28	March:	Briefing	on	Internet	governance	in	March
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Regional updates

Local	hubs	&	regional	perspectives
Tunisia
Brazil

South	Eastern	Europe

More: dig.watch/briefing-feb2017


