
New VoIP services are now blocked in Morocco,   further fuelling the controversy 
over banned VoIP services. Telecom providers have declared that the decision to 
ban VoIP calls, in place since January, was taken by the regulator.

Google is currently in talks with Indian telecom operators to kickstart the Loon 
project in India.    The project uses balloons instead of land-based infrastructure to 
provide Internet access to rural areas. Google gained support from the Indian 
government early this year.

This year’s Global Encryption Trends Study reports that companies storing sensitive 
data in the cloud are increasingly encrypting such data.

Infrastructure

Similar debates on privacy and surveillance took place in the UK parliament over 
the Investigatory Powers Bill,  dubbed the Snoopers’ Charter, which remains 
controversial due to its data retention requirements. 

The Special Rapporteur on the Right to Privacy, Joseph Cannataci, presented the 
first report of his mandate at the 31st session of the Human Rights Council; 
developing safeguards without borders and remedies across borders is a key 
theme of the report, which proposes a ten-point action plan.

The French data protection regulator (Commission nationale de l'informatique et 
des libertés - CNIL) has fined Google €100,000 for failing to extend its delisting of 
search results across all of Google’s domain name extensions.

The Article 29 Working Party is currently reviewing the legal texts issued by the 
European Commission     that will put in place the EU-US Privacy Shield.

Privacy and human rights

Security
The Apple/FBI case dominated the discussions on security, privacy, and encryption 
this month. The debate turned global, while testimonies of the main players 
continued. In a surprising U-turn, the US government asked the court to cancel the 
much-anticipated hearing of 22 March, stating it might have found a way to unlock 
the iPhone without Apple’s help.    The government is expected to file a status report 
with the court by 5 April.

The UN has issued a call for stakeholder contributions on key issues related to 
achieving the sustainable development goals (SDGs).    The contributions will feed in-
to the High-level Thematic Debate on achieving the SDGs, in New York next month.

Preparations for the first multistakeholder forum on science, technology and inno-
vation, in June, are under way. The 10-member group to support the Technology  
Facilitation Mechanism (10-MG) for achieving the SDGs have identified the objec-
tives and theme, and have tackled other preparations leading up to the forum.

Sustainable development

New appointments were made in relation to the IGF’s Multistakeholder Advisory 
Group (MAG), tasked to provide advice on IGF preparations. The UN Secretary- 
General appointed Lynn St Amour (USA) as chair;   the members of the renewed 
MAG were also announced.

Global IG architecture
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http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sga1643.doc.htm
http://www.intgovforum.org/cms/mag/45-mag-membership/3030-mag-2016-membership-2
https://docs.google.com/a/diplomacy.edu/forms/d/1WlZgbEUPsC0i_K7DcG1MqzZzHZmYFeT3dQZ1_fPWMKY/viewform
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/98923%20Summary%20of%20meeting%20by%2010-MG%203-4%20MAR_Final.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/305549490/Apple-vs-FBI-Motion-to-Vacate
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/joint-select/draft-investigatory-powers-bill/news-parliament-2015/government-response-published/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/12194441/Snoopers-Charter-Parliamentary-vote-on-the-investigatory-powers-bill-live-updates.html
http://digitalwatch.giplatform.org/events/human-rights-council-%E2%80%93-31st-session#srprivacy
http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2016/02/180740/moroccan-telecom-providers-extend-ban-on-skype-whatsapp-viber-facebook/
http://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2016/03/181130/meditel-says-decision-to-ban-voip-services-was-made-by-moroccos-anrt/
http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/tech-news-technology/govt-rethinks-to-let-google-microsoft-launch-pilots/
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2016-03-07/news/71276312_1_google-india-google-capital-rajan-anandan
https://www.thales-esecurity.com/knowledge-base/analyst-reports/global-encryption-trends-study
https://www.cnil.fr/en/right-be-delisted-cnil-restricted-committee-imposes-eu100000-fine-google
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/article-29/press-material/press-release/art29_press_material/2016/20160229-pressrel_publication_europeancommission_eu-us_privacy_shield.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-433_en.htm
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The ICANN Board submitted its plan to transition stewardship of key Internet 
functions to the US government.    The plan includes both the IANA stewardship 
transition proposal and the supplemental final proposal on ICANN accountability 
recommendations. The US government announced that it has contracted the 
Berkman Center at Harvard University to perform an independent review of the 
proposals by 30 June. 

IANA transition

Six of the largest tech companies have criticised the Snoopers’ Charter, as it 
attempts to establish extraterritorial jurisdiction, allowing the country to force 
companies to comply even if they are not based in the UK.

In a preliminary opinion, the Advocate General (AG) of the European Court of Justice 
has declared that operators of free public WiFi should not be held accountable for 
copyright infringements committed by users of their networks.   If the Court 
confirms the AG’s opinion, Germany could be forced to change its law that holds 
WiFi providers responsible for illegal activity.

Jurisdiction and legal issues

The UK’s latest budget provides for tax relief for micro-entrepreneurs who sell 
their services online or rent their homes through the Internet.     India is looking 
into expanding the so-called Google Tax through an 'equalising levy' of 6-8% on 
gross payment 'if the provider of the service is a foreign entity without a 
“permanent establishment” in India'.

The European Commission’s first findings of a sector inquiry on e-commerce reveal 
the widespread use of geo-blocking in Europe,     while guidelines on how to apply 
existing EU legislation to the ‘sharing economy’ are expected to be published in 
June 2016. 

E-commerce and Internet economy

FCC rules put to the test: T-mobile adds more services to its Binge On service, which 
allows users to stream content that is not counted towards their data cap.      Verizon, 
AT&T, and Comcast offer similar packages.

After the zero-rating ruling, the Indian Telecom Regulatory Authority (TRAI) will 
finalise a comprehensive review of net neutrality within the next few months, 
following a request by the country’s Department of Telecommunications.

Net neutrality

Presented during the Geneva Internet Platform briefing on 29 March 2016. More: giplatform.org/briefings
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http://www.forbes.com/sites/tonybradley/2016/03/18/t-mobile-deal-with-youtube-might-mean-the-end-of-net-neutrality/#4660fc2d6391
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/trai-to-finalise-net-neutrality-in-a-couple-of-months/article8384517.ece
http://www.mirror.co.uk/money/airbnb-hosts-first-1000-tax-7568083
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/internet/india-looks-to-widen-ambit-of-google-tax-on-internet-companies/articleshow/51504038.cms
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/antitrust/sector_inquiries_e_commerce.html
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/commission-guidance-on-sharing-economy-delayed-until-summer-break/
http://digitalwatch.giplatform.org/updates/tech-companies-call-major-changes-snoopers%E2%80%99-charter
https://www.icann.org/news/announcement-2016-03-10-en
https://www.icann.org/news/announcement-2016-03-10-en
http://giplatform.org/briefings
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=175130&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=765530
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